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Familiarization Tours Bring Educators to the World-Famous Pier to 
Learn about the Pier Education Curriculum Guide

[bookmark: _GoBack]Santa Monica, CA (November 14, 2011) – The Santa Monica Pier Education Curriculum was created in 2009 to coincide with the 100th Anniversary of the Pier.  Two years later, with ongoing outreach and the addition of Familiarization (FAM) Tours, the Curriculum continues to work its way into the classrooms of local schools and lends students the opportunity to learn about the World-Famous 
Santa Monica Pier.  

The Santa Monica Pier Curriculum is a comprehensive standards-based curriculum providing engaging, experiential learning, teaching students about the historic and cultural significance of the Pier, and introducing educators to the many opportunities for learning on the Pier.  In the two years since the release of the Pier Curriculum, direct, hands-on experiences at the Pier, such as calculating the cost of a meal at a Pier restaurant or learning about probability by playing an amusement game, have improved SMMUSD student’s test scores and closed achievement gaps, especially among learners from middle to high school.

Recently a FAM Tour brought more than 30 educators to the Pier to become more familiar with its bountiful history and offerings.  Activities kicked off at Rusty’s Surf Ranch in which participants reviewed a lesson plan on the history of surfing; a visit to the Santa Monica Pier Aquarium where participants touched sting rays and baby sharks; a ride on the world’s only solar-powered Ferris wheel at Pacific Park; a presentation about the Pier’s History in the Carousel Hippodrome; and a discussion about Sustainability.  The tour ended with dinner, gifts and menu math at Bubba Gump Shrimp Company.

“It has been truly a labor of love to champion the Curriculum and see it become a learning tool in many local classrooms throughout the city of Los Angeles,” said Rebecca Sprigg, Chair of the Curriculum Committee.  Children now have the opportunity to learn about the rich and storied past of the Pier by studying its natural history and surrounding marine life; cultural, political and social science; engineering, math and physics; music, dance and art.”

The Curriculum is available online in both Word and PDF format at santamonicapier.org/curriculum allowing teachers throughout the region to download and use Pier lessons in the classroom.  If you are interested in the next FAM Tour, tentatively scheduled for Spring of 2012, please email Anne Railsback at anne@santamonicapier.org.

The world-famous Santa Monica Pier offers a variety of entertainment and shopping including Pacific Park amusement park, Heal the Bay Aquarium, a historic 1922 Carousel, an old-fashioned soda fountain, plus specialty shops/carts, eateries, and several full-service restaurants.  Open year-round, and parking is available for a fee on a first come, first served basis.   
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